LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

COLUSA COUNTY

MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 6, 2023
PRESENT:





ALSO PRESENT:

MERCED CORONA, County Member


JOHN BENOIT, Ex. Officer
KATHERINE DUNLAP, City Member


SCOTT BROWNE, Legal Counsel
GREG PONCIANO, City Member


JOHN LOUDON, Public Alt.
JANICE BELL, County Alternate



BRANDO ASH, Public Member












1.
Call to Order/Roll Call




The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. There was a quorum present.
2.
Elect Chair and Vice Chair for FY 2023-2024
Commissioner Ash moved to elect Greg Ponciano as Chair for FY 2023-2024, second by Commissioner Bell, motion carried.   5-0 on a roll call vote
Commissioner Bell moved to elect Kent Boes as Vice Chair for FY 2023-2024, second by Ponciano, motion carried.  5-0 on a roll call vote
3.
Approval of minutes from the June 1, 2023, meeting.
On motion by J. Bell, second by K. Dunlap, the commission approved the minutes of the June 1, 2023, meeting, motion carried.
4.
Public Comment – Ben King asked if the Colusa Basin Drainage District was required to follow the Lafco process. He believes following the Lafco process would be good for the district and its constituents.  S. Browne will review the legislation and the issue will be brought back for discussion.
5.
Consent Agenda
a. Payment of claims for the month of June 2023
On motion by G. Ponciano, second by K. Dunlap, the commission approved the consent agenda as presented; motion carried.
6.
Correspondence
a. Letter from SDRMA – John received a letter regarding insurance, for information only.
7.
Continued PUBLIC HEARING for the GCID MSR and SOI
a. Executive Officer’s Alternatives Memo
b. Review and discuss comments submitted re: the GCID MSR and SOI

c. Provide clear direction to staff

d. Continue public hearing to a date and time certain

John advised the commission that several of the letters received regarding the GCI MSR and SOI have not yet been reviewed by legal counsel.  There is much information that still needs to be reviewed. Many valid comments have been received.  John is not sure Lafco is the forum for review. He explained that these districts (GCID) do not contribute to the cost of Lafco, and it will cost money to review all of the issues.  Some of the comments aren’t germane to the MSR and SOI.  These documents are barebones.  Specialists are not hired to complete them.  If anything is challenged, the cost to Lafco is unknown.  
John reviewed the alternatives:

1.  Hire a specialist, someone with experience, to complete the MSR and SOI,
2. Ask the county and Sustainable Ground Water Committee to address these issues prior to MSR update,
3. Request GCID to address all these issues before update,
4. Postpone indefinitely – the MSR has been updated once or twice in the past 20 years and these issues were not raised,
5. Confer with legal counsel on how to proceed,
6. Other alternatives?

John received a letter yesterday requesting that government agency lands be included in the SOI.  This is a reasonable request if they are providing water.  Comments and backup information are posted on the website.  

S. Browne stated that water quality seems to be the main concern of Mr. King and Scott is not sure it’s an issue to be addressed by Lafco.  The Sacramento Regional Quality Control board is the agency to contact; this is their sole focus. Lafco’s focus is much more general.  Letters should be sent to GCID asking them to respond to the issues.  Hopefully, they will have answers that can be incorporated into the MSR.
Mr. King agreed with Scott’s statement.  It would be good to receive a response from GCID.  

Scott stated that the sphere issue can be addressed, and consideration given to amending the sphere plan to incorporate additional acres.  As to the other issues, the hearing should be continued, and letters sent to GCID asking them to respond regarding water quality issues.  Comments received from GCID and Mr. King can then be incorporated into the MSR without having to hire experts ourselves.  More discussion followed.
S. Browne suggested the commission refer back to staff to a.) explore whether the SOI should be expanded to include Federal Lands and b.) refer the letters we received on the technical water quality issues to the GCID and ask for a response.

B. Ash made the motion to continue this item to a date to be determined, second by G. Ponciano, motion carried.  4-0-1
8.
Select a commissioner and alternate to vote on behalf of Colusa LAFCo at the Calafco annual Conference October 18-20

Continued to next Lafco meeting.

9.
Annual adjustment to LAFCO Staff Hourly Charge-out Rates based upon the Employment Cost Index

Action: Adopt Resolution 23-05 approving the Annual Employment Cost Index Adjustment (4.7%) for LAFCo’s Charge Out Rates


John advised the commission of the 4.7 % increase of the Employment Cost Index stating that if we don’t keep current with our rates, the county and cities could end up covering the costs.

K. Dunlap moved to adopt Resolution 23-05 approving the Annual Employment Cost Index adjustment of 4.7% for LAFCo’s Charge Out Rates, second by G. Ponciano, motion carried on a roll call vote of    5-0
10.
A. Consider Amendment #5 to the Agreement for Executive Officer Services:

Action: Approve Amendment #5 to the Agreement for Executive officer Services granting a 4.7% cost of living increase based on the Employment Cost Index, as included in the LAFCo Budget


B. Ash moved to approve amendment #5 to the Agreement for Executive Officer Services granting a 4.7% cost of living increase, as included in the Lafco budget, second by J. Bell, motion carried on a roll call vote of  5-0

B. Consider Amendment #4 to the Agreement for Legal Services:


Action:  Approve Amendment to Agreement for Legal Services for Colusa LAFCO granting a 4.7% cost of living increase based on the Employment Cost Index, as included in the LAFCO Budget.


J. Bell moved to approve amendment #4 to the Agreement for Legal Services granting a 4.7% cost of living increase as included in the LAFCo budget, second by K. Dunlap, motion carried on a roll call vote of 5-0
11.
Executive Officer’s Report: 


John stated that he is working on the City of Williams MSR.  A workshop will be held at a future meeting.

12.
Commissioner Reports – Discussion - None
13.
Next Colusa LAFCo meeting:  September 7, 2023
Meeting adjourned:  4:05 p.m.
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